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Phace, oye any ere, nen. 5 | if 


| - or of these Ay events 199 kad” 
| nearly concerned the intereſts of 
mankind have been uſhered into the 

world in ſuch a manner, as made 

manifeſt the interpoſition of divine providence... 
This was the caſe with regard to the appear. — 
ance of our: Redeemer. On the earth every, © 
thing was prepared for this great event. Wart 
had ceaſed, and univerſal peace took place a: 
mong the nations of the earth, The age was 
diſtinguiſhed by wiſdom, ſcience, and literary. 0 
purſuits. The Roman empire was in its füll 
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Eaſt were in expectation of ſome better inſtrur- 


tion than they bad ever had in religious mat- 
ters. In ſuch an age, and:when the affairs and 


minds of men were in ſuch a ſtate, the Son of 


_ God appeared. | Ny 
And. ſo great were the bleflings he came to 
impart. to men, that the bleſſed inhabitants of 
the beavenly world were themſelves moved 
with joy on the great oecaſion.” © There were. 
in the ſame country,” ſaith the ſacred hiſtorian, 
_ ** ſhepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 


gelof the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord ſhone-round about them: 
and they were ſore afraid. And the angel ſaid 


unto them, Fear not: for behold bring you 


cover their flocks by night. And lo the an- 


good tydings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 


people. For unto you is born this day in the 


city of David, ' a Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. And ſuddenly there was with the angel 


a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, 
and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
on earth peace, good will towards men,” * 


Sven wat the manner. in which Chriſtianity 


Was introduced into the world. And the de- 


Sign of it was worthy its heavenly original. Its 
aim is not only to make men bleſſed and hap- 


py in the world which. is to come, but to pro- 


mote their purity and felicity in that which 
dow is. This is what the text holds out to our 
view. Nor can there be a mote juſt or com- 
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prehenſive. account of the nature, deſign and 
- - tendency of our holy religion than this, It is a= 
dapted. and deſigned to bring glory to Ged in | 
the heavens, and co advance the intereſts. of 70 
peace and happineſs among men while they aq 
continue on the earth. -* r | 


F , 
— * . 1 8 —_— 


1s this view I ſhall conſider the words. And 
at a time when the minds ef men are deeply 
engaged in attending to that wonderful prepa- - 
ration of circumſtances, and ſingular combina- 19 [0 
tion of cauſes, by which the Ruler of the world 1 
is railing up a mighty and extenſive Empire in 
this land; it may be a uſeful ſuhject to remind 
men of the advantages they way. derive from 
Religion, and what a' happy tendency Chriſti : 
nity has te promote the intereſts of civil ſociety. 


. In the frft place, The religion of Teſus - 
- Chriſt is well oped to promote. peace. on. 
earth and happitieſs re men, by its influence on 
the Minds and Manners of Mex. All the bleſ- 
| fings of which mankind are capable in their 
preſent and in their future tate of exiſtence, 20 
are very nearly connected with their governing bY 
tempets, habits, and manners, Pardon of fin, 
acceptanee with their Maker now, juſtification 
_ at the laſt day, and an immortal ſtate of life and 
glory, do all ſuppoſe a holy character in thoſe 
who are made partakersof thefe bieffings. And 78 
of all bleſſings the greateſt and moſt important. 


"4 


+ ro be incerelted in the favour of God unt c- 
6 "4 8 "0s ; E 5 


. 
ternal life, If God be for us; who tan n 
galnſt us t And if heſhall condemn, who is he 
hat can Juſtify ? There is no ſuperior tribu- 
nal to reverſe his: decrees : No higher power 
to alter his purpoſe : And no 351 thing can 


be wanting to thoſe whom the ROE Mall 
Selen to bleſs, _ y 


* - 


Tu. "WET 8 400 a that quits 
men for thefe ſpiritual and futute bleſſings, is 
that which alone can make them capable of of 
proper enjoyment and improvement of theſe _ 
| which are of a civil and temporal nature. Ef. 
tablifhed habits of vice, in their, conſequences 
and operations, wilt always render men incapy- 
ble of freedom, government, and a proper te. 
gard to the public good. No virtuous attempts, 
no public meaſures, no uſeful inſticutions will 
ſusceed when the minds, habits; and morals of 
a people are become generally. vicous and cor- 

rupt. The foundation therefore, for all che 
bleſſings of religion, and for all the bleffings 

ſociety muſt be Taid in the diſpoſitions, habits, 
and craſs of men. And of conſequence it 

mult be one great and primary end of religion 


fo form the hearts and lives of men to virtue; 
to ravt out the habirs and praftice of vice ; and 


to introduce right tempers, views and purſuits : 4 
that is, to eſtabliſh and keep up- à permanent 


dominion over the minds and conthu of men. 


The law-givers of all ages and countrics hade b 
been fully ſenſible of this? And white they 


have tried the power of education, and the + 


has of laws, they 1 never failed 10 call y 


—— 
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\ 


in the 4id of Religion 3 well knowing they could 

manage to advantage all the affairs of Society, 

if they could but give a right direction to the 
minds, the views; and the purſuits, of mankind. 


9 


Ap here the religion of Jeſus Chrit will 
be found te be well adapted to do the moſt eſ- 
ſential ſervice to Civil Society: Its doffrines are 
a compleat ſyſtem of moral truth, reaching us 
all that is neceſſary te be known of our Maker 
and of ourſelves. Its precepts are a pute ſyſtem 
of morals, holding out our duty, and directing 

us how to conduct in all caſes. It gives us the 
belt: helps aud aſſiſtances that human nature has 
ever had. It holds out choſe proſpecls and pro- 
miſes to form us to virtue, of which mankind 
had no certainty before. And the t#breatnings . 0 
to detet men from vice are taken from the moſt A 1 
powerful of all conſiderations, thoſe of eternal | 7 
and never-ending exiſtence. It gives to vir- „ 
tue its ſweeteſt hopes, to impeniten vice its | 3: 
_ greateſt fears, and to true penitence its beſt | | 
conſolatieps.“ And what more 'can religion 

do to inſwence the minds and the conduct of 
men? Or which among alhthe religions that 
have ever been helieved, is fo well adapted to 

this end? Thus in reſpect to that which is 


the foundation of all preſent and of all -forure * 

bleſſings, infloencing the hearts and lives of 0 
men, Chriſtiagity is adapted to promote peace e 
on earth, good will and happinels co men. 1 
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and miſeries that have ſucceeded the loſs of it, 


f L 10 J 
2. "AxnOTHER important bleſſing in reſpect to 
which the religion of Jeſus is adapted to bring 
peace and happineſs to men while they are on 

the earth, is, by its tendency and influence to 
promote their Freedem. While mankind have 
been looking for another and for a better ſtate 
_ of exiſtence, they have been anxious to enjoy 
the bleſſings their Creator deſigned for them in 
the preſent ſtate : To have their rights, proper- 
ties, poſſeſſions, and lives, in freedom; and to 
be ſecured from injuſtice, violence, and opprel- 
ſion. This has every where been found to be 
the genvine defire of Nature, and what all her 
children have been thirſting for. And'it is a 

deſire every way rational, and juſt ; and one 
that is planted deep in the human mind by our 
_ great Creator. But although the ſovereign Ru- 
ler of the world meant the heavenly gift for all 
his children, there have been but few ages and 
nations but what have ſooner or later been de- 
prived of this invaluable bleſſing. ' The evils 


in many places have been without number and 
witheut end. They that would Rave a parti- 
cular account of them, muſt read the tiſtgries 
cot mankind z and they will find that the relati- 
ons of delpotiſm, eppreMon, perſecution, ' vio- 
lence, and cruelty make much the largeſt part. 
Every conſideration therefore of prudence, inte- 
reſt, and ſafety, require that a people who are 
_ Erowing up to a great and mighty empire, 
guard as much as poſſible againſt the molt 
_ dreadful of all temporal calamnies, the loſs of 
their Freedom, eee 


F r | * 1 
Aud this depends not a 8 the nature 


ab rendency of cheir religion. By intreducing 
a religion which claimed a divine right to make 


its way by the ſword, and to cut off all its op- 


poſers ; and wWhoſe main aim was to eſtabliſh the 


doctrine of unavoidable neceſſity and fate, Ma- 


home t took à very ſure; ſtep to eſtabliſh the deſ- 
potiſm that has ever ſince. prevailed in his em- 
pire. In all thoſe countries in which the dead - 


tul rribunal of the inquiſition has been eftab- 


liſhed,” and the clergy. armed with a power of 


delivering over to the flames all they ſball de- 


clare to be heretics, religion has ſerved to de- 
ſtroy every idea of liberty in the minds of men. 
In all thoſe formidable attacks that have been 
made on the liberties of | England, it has been 


the conſtant practice of the court to engage the 


clergy to preach the docttines of paſſive obedi - 
ence and non reſiſtence, that the religion of the 
ſtate might ſerve to enſlave the nation. And 


whereloever religion teaches, abject ſubmiſſion 


to the vices of rulers, or ſerves to oppreſs ang 
impoveriſh the people, or puts into. the . 


of the church the pewer of life and death, 
will prove greatly unfriendly to the l. bettirs of 
mankind.” A religion that teaches the unlaws 


| folgeſs of ſelf defence: that fills the minds of 
men with ſuperſtitious fears and errors, or that. 


diverts them from truth and morals, ro the vie- 
leſs ſeverines of corpora] ſufferings, will natu- 


rally tend to fink the, minds of men into the | 
loweſt ſubmiſſion and abafement ; and to de- 
ſtroy that aQivity,Ipirir, courage, fiimneſs; and 
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magnanimity which lead a people to empire 
and ro liberty. | | 47 7 5 Nin 6 


Gon. be thanked there is nothing of this na- 
ture in the religion of Jeſus, With a ſpitit and 
_ tendency altogether the reverſe, it recommends 
freedom of thought and enquiry, in every thing 
that concerns mankind. It teaches men to pur- 
= Tue their intereſt. It dyeRts them to attend, to 
the things that make for their happineſs in every 
ſtate of their exiſtence. '. It requires them to op- 
poſe every thing that would bring them into 
bondage. And above all it inſpires them with 
that grandeur and elevation of mind, that ſubli- 
mity of ſentiment, that conſcious dignity of 
human nature, and that unconquerable regard 
to human happineſs, which will ever be puſhing. 
them forward to the attainment and ſecurity of” 
that liberty with which God has made them 
tree. Thus in-conformity to the doctrine ot 
our. Lord and his apoſtles, When men *.know 
the truth, the truth will make them free.“ Joh. 

8, 32. And © where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty.” 2 Cor. 3. 17. For it is the 
pature, genius, and tendency of bis religion 9 
produce and preſerve it. Again, 
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g. Tux religion af Jeſus Chriſt is adapted to 
promote peace on earth, good will and happt: 
ness to men, by its ſalutary influence on their = 
Gevernment. We know of no way in which the 
rights, properties, liberties and lives of men cag 
be ſecured from violence and opprefiion, bug 
by. eſtabliſhing ſome form of ciyil goverpmene 
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ſubli- 


munity have eſtabliſhed among 


| 13 ü 
among themſelves. And whereſoever- a com- 
themſelves the 
dominion f equal laws, made by common conſent, 
as the baſis of their government, they have taken 
the ſureſt ſtep that human wiſdom has yet diſ- 
covered. io ſecure to themſelves the bleſſings of 
ſociety.” Such a government does not tend to 


infringe the liberties of mankind, but to pre- 


ſerve them: It does not take away any of the 
rights of human nature, but protects and con- 
firms them. It dees not even ereate any 


new ſuberdi nations of particular men to one a+ 


nother, but only gives ſecurity in thoſe: ſeveral 
ſtations, whether of authority and pre- eminence, 


or of ſubordination and dependence, whieh na. 


ture has eſtabliſhed, and which muſt have ariſ- 
en among mankind whether civil government 

had been inſtituted or not. The ſuperiorities 
and diſtinctions ar iſing from the relation of pa- 


rents to their children; from the differences in 
the perſonal qualities and abilities of men; and 


from ſervicudes founded on volunary compacts, 


* 


muſt have exiſted in à ſtate of nature, and 


would now take place were all men ſo. virtusus 


as to leave no occaſion for civil government.“ 


A government which is thus conſiſtent with the 
natyral equality of men; and which gives full 
ſcope for the exertion of all the rational powers, 


activity, and vigour of mankind, while it pro- 
tects them at the ſame time from violence and 
injuſtice, is to be eſteemed one of the greateſt 
temporal bleſſings we are capable of receiving. R 


pr. Fricg, 


a «= 
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A nine empire cannot be too ür to 
obtain 10 invaluable 3 blefling, and to have it 
carefully preſerved. . And here a free ſtate 
may derive much affiſtance from the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt. The mildneſs of its genius 
and precepts, is incompatible with dgſporic 
power, and lawleſs violence. The purity of its 
nature, inſtitutions, and laws, is inconſiſtent - 
with anarchy, confuſion, and diſorder. It gives 
to rulers ſuch repteſentations of their character 
and duty, and ſuch rules of conduct, as apply 
with ſingular propriety to the important office 
that man bears in ſociety, who is appointed 
to be a miniſter ef God to us for good; who 
 beareth.not the ſword in vain; who is an 4 gb | 
ger ta execute wrath upon bim that doth ev; 


terror not to good works but to'the evil. ie 


13. 3, 4, 5- It directs and requires the 'peo- 
ple to be ſubject (not indeed to lawleſs violence) 
but to all lawful authority not only for wrath, 
but for conſcience ſake; 1s. ſubmit to every or di 
” nance of man jor the Lord's ſake ; 1 Pet. 2.13: 
and ſ0 render 4 Ceſar the things that are Cæſar i, 
as well as unto God the things that are God's. 
Mat. 22. 21. And it gives to all, the moſt. 
ſolemn and awful threatnings againſt that impiety 
which undermines the main pillars of ſociety; 
againſt vice which more openly attacks it;; and 
the ſpirit of contention, party and faction, which 
tends with ſtill greater torce to pull down the 
whole fabrick, * How admirable the religion, 


Which, while it ſeems only to have in view the 


fclicity of the other life, gantz ee IN happy | 


] l . 
neſs of this.” * A ftee and ind government 4; 
cannot have any ſupport on which it may with - 
more certainty rely, than what it will find in the 
genius, ſpit it, doctrines, and laws, of ſo pure, 
mild, and benevolent. a toys 1 this we 
9 add, 


4. Tut religion of Ie Chin is alſo . 18 
* to promote peace on earth, good will ang 
' happineſs to men, by, its. happy rendency to 
promote every thing that tends to the growth, 
" progreſs, and improvement of civil Society. Such 
is the imperfection of human knowledge, and _ 
. the. mutable ſtate of all human affairs, that R 
becomes us to ſpeak wah: reat modeſty agd 
caution as to the events of fututity, And yet 
if we may be allowed to reaſon from the prepa- 
rations and tendencies of nature and providence, 
from the great principles of God's moral go- 
vernment, or the operation and inflience 2. 941 
natural cauſes, we cannot but conclude that an 
empire like that eſtabliſhed among us, founded 
in freedom and virtue, muſt; in the progreffive 
improvements of human affairs, exceed any 


. thing chat has evet 538 taken place among He! 
Fin, 8 N * 1 
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4 Evany thing tends to this Point; : Te p gel 
of good in the new hemiſphere, and the progreſs 
in the old, la proportion as, our people. are Cd, 
and refign themſelves to each other's dominion, populati- 
oa and sgriculture will flouriſh in Au HAHA; end the arts ; $: 
make a 12 78 progfeſs : Aa char country We ook * 


» i: - of] 
Ir would tend much to promote this if more 


of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity ſhould be introduced 


into the nature of civil Policy than has ever yet 
deen done. Integrity, equity and good faith, 
ate allowed by all ro de of the grsateſt neceſſity 


and utility in the concerns of individuals. It 
is a reproach to mankind that what is univer- 


Tally allowed to be ſo neceſſary in private life, 
ſhould have been ſo little practiſed in the ad- 


miniſtration of public affairs. There is no 


EE 


„ 


room to doubt but that religion would eſſenti- 


ally benefit civil ſociety in this reſpect. An 


empire that ſhall firmly adopt and ſteadily ad- 


neſs, and public 


here to the great 8 of equity, righteouſ- 
ith,” will derive innumerable 


f advantages from their public faith and virtue; 


ſecure. 


Ap bleſſed wil ve chat country' how ſhall 
| teren then Bag the earth to make more uſe of 
the religion of Jeſus 1 in che Var that may yet 
take place. Thier dreadful evil is too often car: 
ried on with the moſt: cragical ſcenes of undiſ- 


which the Aecefifuloeſs of of varighteouſneſs, with 
whatever 1 it may be e vin never 


& 


tinguiſne d plunder, deſtruction and carnage. 


| Ir is to be hoped the time will come when 


the religion of Jeſus will introduce a great- 
er regard te cus When tt wil "Py 


«a © > 24 


' "nothing, will be fred. wich! the cabin af . 


with glory in its turn on the ſ:e= of the globe, O 2 


a waſortun ae and con a anceſtors.” 


rerity | ve, peradventure, wil be e har py than your 


Arne Rava ws 


monarchs to reverence the laws of nature and 
nations; and make the ſoldier feel a egen 
the maden of innocent blood. 


| Hayey for men inſtead of being Wed 
to deſtroy mens lives, the religion of our 
Lord is adapted to enlarge their Numbers, ane 
ro promote their Iucreaſe. There have been 
times and places, in which the religion of a 2 
country has ſerved. to deſtroy its 38habirants. _ | 
This is the caſe here perſons fit for all the du- 
ties of life are encouraged to ſeparate themſelees 
from ſociety, and to hut thermelves up in the 
duſt and ſilence of a gloiſter; And in the bigh- 
eſt degree where celibacy, perſecution, human 
lacrifices, and the more infernal butcheries f 
the inquiſition have been "enjoined, luaſtituti- 
ons ſo unfriendly to the increaſe of mankiad are 
as contrary to the nature of true rehgion, as the f 
a re to the good of ſociety. = With a ſpirit and 
tendency entirely different, the religion of Chriſt 
aims to enlarge lociety by the moft natoral and 
virtuous union. It reaches families the mot 
ſaber ſenſe” of virtue and duty. It requires di- 5 
ligence, induſtry, and honel &y, in in all the con- 
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% Lier bs Fr FFT our ey 65, on on a one hand, the 

| co maſſacres of the kings and generals of the Greeks 
and Romans ; and, on the other, the deſtruction of people 
and cities {wg famgus copquerors —who ravaged Alia ; 


zod we ſha | ſee, that we owe tO chriſtianity, in govern- 
ment, a certain political law; and in war; a certain law 
of nations ; benefits Kkich bumda nature can ue ver ſuffl. 
SUP acknowledge.” 8 1 
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proteſſors to be uſeful members of the ſlate· It 


methods of it. 
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cerns of Tife; It makes the marriage union ho- 
norable in all, Ir requires its miniſters and 


- 
* 


grants liberty of conſcience, and requires bro- 


therly love of all. A people poſſeſſed of all the 
advantages that ariſe from erde. ſituation, 
climate, and foil, will find ſuch a religion favo- 


rable to the moſt rapid increaſe. 
Tus ſame benign tendency will be found in 


Chriſtianity if we look forward to Improvements ' 
in ſocial kappineſs. 


Fhere are many things 
which conduce to the good of ſociety, which we 
have realon to think may be carried to a much 
greater perfection than they have ever yet been. 
The full force ot education has never yet been 
tried; and we have reaſon to believe that great 
improvements may. be made in the means and 
_ Obſervation, induſtry, and ge 


nius, may greatly enlarge the boundaries of 


various arts 
nations lead to greatneſs, may be carried to a 
degree of perfection of which we have no on- 


Zion Vuyery ay calculated to aſſiſt the human 


ence; and give, to men much more extenlive - 


views in every. branch of knowledge, All thoſe 
by which buſineſs is Rog and 


ccption at preſent. . And. what new remedies. 
may be found againſt thoſe evils which the vi- 


c of men, are conſtantiy producing; or whe- 


ther, time, diſcipline, and experience, may {nos 
ſuggeſt ſome further methods to produce great- 
ef "equality, friendſhip, virtue and happineſs. 2. 
one waz is more than we can lay. 3 


Bor of this we are certain=-Our pleſted reli⸗ 


1 


. 
mind in ſuch enquiries. | The ffeedom it gives 
to thought and enquiry,. the bleſſings it pro- 
miles to thoſe who do good to mankind, and a- 
bove all the amiable example of its divine Au- 
thor. who went about doing good, ſuggeſt the 


ſtrongeſt motives to encourage and to provoke 
one another to ſach good works, 


Trvs in every view in which the intereſts We: 
ſociety are conſidered, it will be found thay the 
religion we profeſs, the religion of Jeſvs Chriſt 
is adapted in all its parts to promote the good 

of the State: Or in the language of the text, 
The nature, genius, deſign, and Toirix of it, is to 
do honor to God in the higheſt ; and to pro- 
mote peace on earth, and good will o men. 


As a natural remark upon what has been ſaid 
we may infer, That it is: the indiſpenſable duty 
of Society te encourage and promote religion. 
That the religion of the Goſpel is founded in 
J utb, may be fairly inferred from its Liiliuy. In 
all the ſciences with which we are acquainted, 
whatever is true in pratlice, whatever ſucceeds 
in repeated experiments, we conclude is true in 
theory. - The ſame methods of reaſoning may 
be applied to moral lubjects. And it is the 
concluſion of reaſon that that reli gion which is 
calculated to do the greateſt good, has moſt df 
the ſpirit of truck, and is the moſt acceptahle to 
God. "> And * hence it is planly our du to 


3 'H=c eſt Chriſt ntfs regila, "do if) jos cada * 
fi itio, hie vertex pen owflia emſnene, pablier W 1 0 
10 conſolere. .. _ | | 5 


8 1 | curse 


7 


$1 93 1 x. : [ 20 *. 3 . 
3 take every lawful and prodent method in our 
3 power to promote the religion of God our Sa- 
| _ viour, Youth ſhould be trained up to reve- 

rence and regard the religion of their country, 

Seminanes of learning ſhould explain and teach 

8 the great principles and doctrines of Nature 
4 and Grace. The miniſters of religion ſhould 

. e preach, warniog every man, and teaching e- 

ES very man in all wiſdom ; that we may preſent 
every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.“ Col. 1. 28. 

The chriſtian magiſtrate ſhould encourage this 

bg religion by bis example, and prote& the mini- 

Bets New ang et of it by law. 10 
2-50 # fl Git 

Ir hes been die aqueſtion cher: FRE civil | 

magiſtrate, as ſuch, ever ought to concern him- 

. felf in matters of religion. So far as religion is a 

private thing, it ought to be viewed as a per- 

tonal tranſaction between God and a devout 

1oul. And in this reſpect ſociety can have no- 

thing to do with it. Of this nature is the tight 

and eee. of private judgment and free en- 
quiry, articles of faith, ſentiments about diſci. 

- _ pline; cetemonies, forms, modes, and all mat- 

ters that belong to the juriſdiction of conſeience. 

Such things are and will be petſonal concerns: 

And the ciwil magiſtrate is not appointed or qua- 

lified, to judge or to act in them, for any bo- 

dy but himſelf. — But religion is alſo a public 

conceru. And ſo far as it is of a public nature, 

the State never was or can be without it; 85 and 

| therefore muſt unayoidably be concerned in it. 

35 A reverence to the Deny, public worſhip, and 

3 morality, are neceſſary to the exiſtence and pre» 
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ſervation of civil government. And hence an 


Ja- order of men will exiſt in every ſtate, as public 

re- teachers of the people, and miniſters of religions  —_ 
ry. whoſe conduct will greatly affect ſociety : And © 7 
oh the loweſt light in which government can ever - 
tre conſider them is that of Cufodes Morum, keep- _ 
1d ers of the morals of the people. And as to the | © 
e- ſupport, reſtraint, or regulation that ſhall be ne- © 

ent ceſſary on their account, government muſt in all 

8. caſes do what the public good requires. —I am 

his fenſible an endleſs ſcene of controverſy may be 

ni- raiſed about theſe matters, by men whoſe buſi- 

75 neſs it is to defend their own intereſt and party. 

; But in all ſuch debates the only queſtion that - 8 

vil coneerns the public, is, bal is:right and bet 
m- for ſociety? And this ought always to be deter- 3% 

$ a mined, not by the narrow views, private inte- N 
er- reſts, and intolerant ſpirit of religious parties, 15 
out but by the general nature of Religion and Society. I 
noO- EY ELSE E314 4.4-<J0 n 7% 143.46 $5 | 

ght Tu ſubject we have been conſidering en 
en- alſo ſerve to point out the wiſdom and goodnefſss 
ſci, of God in appointing the miniſtry. of the goſp el. 
at- That glorious Being who made known the moſt 
.- excellent religion, has alſo made proviſion that 
ns: men may enjoy. the bleſſings of it ftom one ge. 4 
Va- _ neration to another. With chis view aurtKord | OT 
bo- appointed paſtots and teachers in his church to ＋ (4-721 
blic explain his religion, and to perſuade /nien odo 
Ie, __ embrace it. And no inſtitution could he more 
and _ neceſſary or beneficial to the intereſts of man k 
It.  kind./+, We cannot conceive how a. church or | 1 
and a religion cad exiſt without it. The body rf 
ge _ mankind will always be in ſuch a tate, 45 (9 . 
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need conſtant indrockion and venta on in the 
czhings of religion. And nothing can be bet- 
ter ſuited to promote the intereſts of truth and 
| virtue, than to have men trained up and de- 
+. * =".  wvored to their ſervice, Men of ſerious minds 
And good abilities may be of great 113.8 
Wy» ley Werren . we | 


MN WI rejoice, My Brother, hat io are found 
oF "leg to devote yourſelf: to this ſacred office. 
A more uſeful one you could not have choſen. 
God grant it may be a happy one to you, and 
to your people. — Was there nothing more in 


LA 2 2 2 g 


4 the religion you are to teach than that it was t 
deſigned to produce the greateſt happineſs a. 1 
mong men on the earth, in this view it would t 
de worthy of all acceptatien. But you are len- a 
. (ie it has a greater and nobler object in view | \ 
Py, chan this. The happineſs, the bleſſedneſs it t 
means to eſtabliſh is a bleſſedneſs that will be ? 
perfect and perpetual. Man is made for I. i, 
+» mortality: His exiſtence will reach out to fu- E 
+, warty: It will take in, it will comprehend e- 4 
NP, HY" 'verlaſting ages. And we ate informed by un- 
5 288 erring wiſdom and truth, that our future ſtate 4 
ef exiſtence will be happy or wretched accord- A 
* n 10 ing to gur characters here. So that the great 0 
n 1 end and deſign of the religion of Jeſus, is the ' 
4: 754), e poſlible good an immortal: creatyre\.is | ' 

Bs SE Lond b receiving; — perfect bleſſedneſs in 

that world and ſtate Where all will be erernal.. 
n 9 Aud 1 ere you: are no to be a Mit. | C 
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C 
ö WI doubt not; Sir, but that you find in N | 
A your own heart ſuch: a regard co the religion-of - 


— 


L your: Lord, as that you can devote yourſelf o 

: | his ſeryiee wich great ſincerity. ' Bur no good! — 

1h man will reft in any preſent attainments. The 

> more you atcain of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, the | 
more you experienee of the power of divine 
truth on your oon heart, the more you” reſem-", èæ 

ble your great Lord and Maſter, the more ple 

; ſant your miniſtry will be to yourſelf, and —_—.: 7 

- more an, to your people. TORT INN | 


” 4 ö \ 
. 
7 


J 

1 | You will be particiilarly carefot that the flow: 
; trines you preach be the true doctrines of the 

Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 do nor mean to dic- 

| tate io you on this point. I couſd eaſily give 

- an account of my own ſentiments; and lt you: ©: 
ö what I believe to be the moſt important doc. * 
E trines of the Goſpel. But I never with to fee 

: you pay an undue regard to the opinions of men. . 

- It has always been my advice that you ſheulde ö 
: examine with caution indeed and with modeſty, 
. but with the greateſt freedom in all religious 

| | maiters, ' The cauſe of truth can never ſuffer 


0 by the molt free enquiry. Let ig therefore be 
3 your daily and your ſerious employment to ſ tu. 

t dy the holy Scriptures : And the” dotrines {© 
. which you there find, let theſe be the n en TH, 


; ww you preach to others. Mats 12 1 
* 1 FF? TX $14 bog 
5 ? Tax ſucceſs of your ming under Ges, * 7 
2 wilt very much depend upon your conduct. „ 


pou go before your people as an era ple to. 
dhe 15 in all the, ice and quues of ber 


4 A 
d p % * R 
. = 69, 4 1 : N 9 
7 * \ : * - 


_ Cs 
g 
4 : e $* * 
N a . L 
* 


| | ' a 
* * - 4 - 
J 9 - 4 o - = Py : * A * 

1 f " — E « 1 4 
* * - * "2 w : 7 \ 4% 1 2 x 

* = 4 - Y . 4 CE * 3 2 n 

4 Ro. \ 
v - L - S AY T * 1 


Chriſtianity, the ſerious and ſenſible cannot hurt 
| eſteem you a good miniſter of Jeſus -- Chriſt, - 
But the want of ſeriouſneſs, prudence, and ſtea- 
Aineſs, argues ſuch a defect of judgment or 

_ lightneſs of character as nothing can excuſe. / 

Above all things be faithful to your God, to 

_ yourſelf, and to this people, that you may both 
ſave yourſelf and them that hear the. 


- 
| * 


Lou muſt expect to meet with many diffi- 
culties and trials. Every thing great and ex- 
cellent will be attended with oppoſition, But 
you have many things to encourage” and afii- 

8, mate you. Four Lord has promiſed that he 
will be with- you. And you ate to labor in the 
beſt of all cauſes, that of truth and virtue. 
An ardor to promote this, diſtinguiſhed thoſe 

wiſe and great men in the heathen world, whoſe: 
names have been handed down to us, attended 
with the arnaments of fame anc glory. In this, 
Patriarchs and Prophets exerted themſelves in 
the ſeveral periods of ancient time. This was; 
the cauſe in which the Apoſtles of our Lord: 
ſpent their days and their lives. In this the 
Angels of God have been employed: Vea and 
what is more, for this end the Son of God him 
ſelf cane down from heaven. In ſuch-a cauſe 
what can be wanting to give firmneſs, and to 
give dignity to the mind ?ꝰ ieee 


Wir ardently wiſh you the bleſſing of heaven 
in the whole courſe of your miniſtry: May you 

long go before this people as an example to 
- the believer, their ſteady friend, and faithfel - 
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1 | Be thou faichful unto geatki, 2 6 


whatever may be your ſuoceſs, yet ſhall you be 
abe in the eyes of the Hern, and 4258 Cod 
all be your ſtrength. e 


Patras EN of this Church and ice w we are 
nom going at your requeſt to otdain to the mi- 
niſtr wa perſon Who we truſt will recommend 
| himſelf more and more to your eſteem. Lou 

muſt hear him with candor; you muſt encou- 

rage him with kindneſs; and have him higbly 
in love for his works fake. The beſt way to 
Profit by his miniſtry, is to keep up a feriovs 
ſenſe of religion in your own hearts. No 
church can be under ſtronger obligations: than 
you are, to preſerve the religion of Jeſus pure 
and undefiled. - Here thoſe good men who 
came into this part of Anierica forithe fake of 
religion formed the firſt church. We reverence* ; 

their memories: And When we look to their e 
days, we cangot but admite the faith, wir tue, / 
ding magnanimity, with which” they were go © 

verned. It was their joy to fee a church - 

Chriſt gathered in this lang. Bot litdle did 

- BY they imagine they were hying the foundation 1 
for a great and mighty empire: Or that tbe 
providenee of God from ſo ſmall beginnings 
would produce ſuch important events as have 

_ already taken place. There is no inſtance iiur 

the hiſtory of mankind in which a regard to 
religion has produced ſueh great and mighty, 
effects: The grant ertand into Amit ought eg 

ever to de Let. me And as 1 85 are i Lo LI 7 
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_ - quiſhed gateng dhe ehurches of Clitiſt in this) 
land by length of days, may ven alſo be . 
8 | tinguiſhed by the piety, the ſimplicity, the 


. 4 tk times. . 4 4. G 
9 * 55 * * 3. EAR > Fl 
We rejoice wth ous in aon ant) Wo 


ren Fe May you and your miniſter prove nu 
tua] bl 


ſhall be finiſhed on the earth, may you meet 
each other in that ſtate Where the good men 
of all ages ſhall be gathered, and APE ors | 
Fits > of the Juſt <p be Mane: CANO | 


umi me HOW My: Folds 5 this FINS 
„to addreſs you all on the things of yoỹũẽ 
peace. There are times in which i- may be 
expected that the minds of men ſhould be rou- 

? led up to attend to great and important objects. 

| Such a time is the. preſet... God in his: holy 
I providence is now working wonders in the views 


whieh greatly - concern aur temporal intereſts, 


3h ile while andithe whole ſcene at temporal things 
| will be-ng;more, Lou will all be 4ranflated to 
another country and you will enter upan an 


or rich on :the-: earth, in freedom of. in bor 
pA hall be dein 0 COM OY mano or 640. 
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 brocherly love, and the Aer ſpirit of ancient 3 


Pi here. And when your courſe 


of all mankind; and bringing about events | 
Every man ought to beat in mind that he. is : 


born to ſeenes infinitely. greater, and more im- 
hortant than any vou now be hold. Vet a t- 


unchangeable ſtate of exiſtence. Is it a mat- 
ter of great moment Whether you ſhall be-pobr 


dage f And is it a matter of leſs concern hether 


Z 


x by "£4 Wks: 
. ry ? Is oor 85 on the earth. fot a few flect- 50 5 
ing years of ſuch importance? And is it of leſs e 
importance Far ſhall be "JP Nate "through | e 
9 ages? 1 


„ 


- 
: * » = 6 N 
. 3 1 0 ) N 4 1 » 
: ö 


N my Monk.” as the ROE Po __ 1 
4 reconciliation. is committed to us, we beſcech ERR bt \ 
you in the moſt earneſt manner, that you would 
. attend in this your day to the things of your 
| _ lalvation. The only religion. that will prove 
7 | faving-to you, is, a believing, penitent, obedi- _ «2 
; ent lubmifſion to the Lord Jelus Chriſt, Al = 
that is ſacred in religion, all that is valuable i T 
nature, all that is eternal in duration ſhouledeg | 
lead you to this. For there is none other - 4 
name under heaven given among men, where- | | 
by we mult be ſaved.” Ads 4. 12. — Be 
perſuaded then, Bretbren, to make a proper im- 
proyement of all the advantages you now enjoy. 
By attending to your duty ro God, you win | 
' moſt eficfually. diſcharge your duty io your- - 0 
ſelves, ie your families, and to your county. 
It is from the men of principle and virtue that 
we muſt look” for peace and happineſs on the | 3 - 
| earth: And it is ſuch only" that will be received 
BH to glory another day. God. of his infinite mer- 
cy grant chat this may be the caſe with cach 5 
one of 145 eee as Chriſt our Lord. 
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©... + The CHARGE, by the Rev, Mr. DAN. 
- AS yo Sir are, by the providence of God, called to 
#3, — the . work of the Miniſtry, and have figni- 
5 Thi $5 fied your ready compliance with this call: We, as miniſ⸗ 


ters of Chriſt, do now, in his name, ſolemnly ſeparate and 


| ordain you to the great work to which you are called. 
_— | | 


| And we in a particular manner commit to your paſtoral 
* . 178 | care the flock of Chriſt which uſually meets in this houſe 


for divine worſhip. | 1 
Ans we ſolemnly charge you, before God, and theLord 
- Jefus Chriſt, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, that 
; you uſe your utmoſt endeavors ſaithfully to perform the 
3 | duties of ybur office, and fully to diſcharge the important 
1 truſt repoſed in you. And that in order. hereto, you give 
1 3 yourſelf to reading, meditation and prayer ; that you flu- 
5 dy the holy ſcriptures, and make them your rule—preach - 
1 the word, not the doctrines and command ments of men. 
Be inſtant. in ſeaſon and cut of ſeaſon ; treprove, rebuke, 
and exhort with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, Study 
Wo. to ſhew yourſelf approved of God; a workman that tos" þ 
_ Fe. eth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. -- 
WS 5 ABpmwutniSTER the ſacraments, baptiſm and the Lord's 
+ ſupper, to proper ſubjects. And diſpenſe the diſcipline of 
0;;RßR&&ttgde church according to Chriſt's appointment, with pru- 
, dance and impartiality, ſerring the face of no man z nor 
having any man's perſon in admiration becauſe of advan- 
- \ta#Ec >; | ſo, 5 „ | | 
+ INALLY we exhort and charge you to {et a good exam- 
ple before ypur hearers; Pray and ſtrive that the ſame 
mird mey be in you that was in Chriſt. Follow his ex- 
ample, that your people may ſafely follow yours. 155 
Taps we zive you charge; in the ſight of God, and of 
Chris Jeſus, who before Pentius Pilate, witne ſſed a N | 
| Rag cu fellion, that you keep this commandment without ſpot, 
wo 3 __  unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord JeſusChriſt, - 
| Aeg now, Rev. and dear Sir, though-we hacerely cons 
= ____ gratulatie you on your: being ſo happy as to have the una- _ 
465 ddimous fiffcage of this people, in yopr pieſent ſeitlement 
1 Pit them; yer we think it proper to caution you againſt, 
— po wn * =T . . 
—_— . 2 tos much on the long contindance of their e- 
1 : ſteem and «fiction, Many have had the ſame hopeful 
| | profpeR that you now have, and have been diſappointed. . 
RE I ſome of thoſe who pow appear to be your warmeg 
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. friends, ſhould hereafter prove your worſt enemies, it would 
1 de no more than what has happened in many inſtances, 
to with reſpe® to- others. Not only common miniſters, but 
m_ inſpired Apeſtles have experienced this. The Apoſtle 
nile Paul at his firſt preaching among the Galatians, was ſo 
and greatly admired and beloved by them, that they would if 
wt 1 had been poſſible, have pulled out their eyes and given 
Ira 


to him ; yet their hearts were ſoon alienated from him, yea, 


uſe and ſet againſt him; which capſed him te expoſtulate with 
42 them, ſaying, ** Where is the bleſſedneſs which ye ſpake 
ord oft Am I become your enemy, becauſe I tell you the 
bat truth?“ Nay further, our bleffed Saviour himſelf expe- 
the _ rienced it. They who ſeemed moſt joyfully to welcome 
ant him to Jeruſalem, erying ** hoſanna to the ſon of David, 
give bleſſed is he that comerh in the name of the Lord,“ a few 
u- das aſter, cryed out ** crucify him, crucify him.“ 
ach -  - Iy you, dear Sir, mould hereafter, experience any treat- 
_. == ment of this kind, think not that ſome ſtrange thing has 
ike, happened to you. Be prepared for the worſt: Arm your- 
—4 ſelf with fortitude and reſolution ; Fear God rather than 
ee man: Keep a good conſcience, by keeping cloſe to your 
thb. duty : And if you thus ſecure the friendſhip of God, you 
rd's need not fear what men can do to you: Their abuſe of 
e of, vou, will turn to your advantage. If you ſuffer wich 
pru- Chriſt, you will alſo be glorified with him. 
nor Lex not my Brethren of this flock of Chriſt, think Het 
van- what I have now ſaid, hath proceeded from any ſuſpicion 
Foie in me that they would be more likely than others, to treat 
am- their miniſter ill. This was far from my thoughts : I bad 
ame in view the people at large, at this time of great dege- 
ex- neracy and wickedneſs, Now iniquity fo greatly abouads, 
$5 and the love of many is waxed ſo very cold: Now the 
&-of- Lord's day is ſo ſhamefully profaned, and the ordinances 
| of the Goſpel neglefted : Now the miniſters of Chriſt, in 
pot, | general, ate flighted, and many of them treated with cru-, 
uit, el injuftice, by being denied that ſupport which was pro- 
cons miſed them, ard to which they are iotitled by the ſacred 
una- law of God. By this means, ſome have been reduced to 
ment ga tate of poverty and diſtreſs, aud then perhaps treated 
ainſt with ſlill greater contempt, for their poverty, even by thoſe 
ir e- _ - who have brought it upon them. Some are treated ill by _ 
peful - their hearers, as St. Paul was; becauſe they tell them te 
ited. _ truth; becauſe they put them in mind of, their wickedneſs 
men and danger, and exhort them to repent and reform, Some 
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dot only by their hard ſpeeches againſt them, but by re- 
fung to attend their public performances ; pretending 
ttt they can improve their time better at home. But a- 
Alas, how do they improve it! How do they ſpend that 


precious time, whichGod; in mercy to us, hath ſetapart for 
thoſe religious exerciſes whereby we may be trained up for 


another and better world ? Perhaps in idleneſs or worldly 

buſineſs, and too often in that which is in itſelf finfol. 

i Tres I look upon to be ſome of the cry ing fins of the 
land, and what have & threataing aſpect vpon'this people, 
and have therefore thought it à duty, on this occaſion, to 
bear this public teſtimony againſt them.“ If wickedneſs 

* ſhould increaſe much longer, as it has done a few 'years 

Pail, what ſhall we come to! Religion will be at an end, 
TAIT. and conſequently the well. being of "this people: We can 
- then expett nothing but deſtruction. My Brethren in the 
miniſtry, let us cry aloud and not ſpare: Let us ſhew the. 
people their trauſgreſſions and ſins—warn them of their 
danger, and exhort them to tepent and reform, whether 
_- , they will hear, or whether they will forbear. And if If. 
reel be not gathered, and however ill we may be treated 
| bg goin men, we ſhall be glorious in the eyes of the 

My Brethren of this ſociety, behold the man who, at 

your deſire, hath now been ſolemaly ſet apart to the 
work of the miniſtry among you. You have manifeſted 
great regatd for him ; let not trifles—mere human in- 


wWork's fake. Do all in your/power to encourage his heart 

and ſtrengtben his hands, Give him a ſufficient ſupport, 

rat he may be as free as poſſible from all worldly cares: 
_ That he may give himſelf wholly to the wörk of the mi- 


niſtry, which we ttuſt he is ſincerely deſirous to do. And 


may the Lord bleſs both him and you, and make you- 
great mutual bleſſings, May you live in love and peace 
___ here; and at laſt meet and be happy together forever in 
DVDod's kingdom above. Amen. e 
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What did our Saviour mention, in" his Jamentation o- 
ver Jeruſalem, as the grand procuring cauſe of their ap- 
pProaching deſtruction, but their ill treatment cf the mi- 

niſters of religion? Mat. 23. 37, O Jetuſalem, Jetuſa- 

lem, thou that killeſt he prophets, cc 
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prejudice their children and others againſt their miniſters, 1 


. © F{emities abate ic. Still eſteem him highly in love for his 
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3 X Kix bon 1s NOT Of THIS WORLD, ſaid Jesse 
the divine Author of Chriſtianity. It is founded 
 vpon a nobler baſis, and is indebted for its ſupport; to 
| worthier meaſures, 1 - OP 
ITE, A ripacious thirſt for conqueſt and extenfive 
dominion have been in genera], the governing principle 
of political bodies; Ever intent apan theſe favori:e objects, 
their declarations of . amity, and . moſt applauded aQts of 
| kindneſs, have been but a mere diſguiſe, which at the in- 
Rant they could ſeize them, has been thrown aſide. Sad 
has been the conſequence! War attended with baſe viola- 
tions of faith, and wanton 305 of cruelty, has almoſt con- 
_ tinually ſubfiſted between them, and when peace has been 
eſtabliſhed, even peace, has been but the prelude of te- 
newed contention and calamity. WS. 4, 


by = 


Bor the nobler principle, which 75. paixck of peace 
meant ſhould aftuate his body the Cyvuncy, is Love — 
that gentleneſs of ſoul which ſoothes every turbulent paſ- 


ſion, and generous ſympathy with others, which influences n 


un to do them the kindeſt ſervices. How happy would 
25 been the Chriſtian community, had its members uni- 
one another! NR | * 
Bur alas ! the ſpirit of this ere has entered this ſa- 
ered incloſure, and a8 its in fluence it ever the ſame, it has 
dere produced the ſame unbappy effects The Cuunen 

dt nter has divided into ſects, and with nngodly ard 
inhüman zeal have the different parties aimed at the pre- 
eminence. Inſtead of uniting to maintain peace and love, 
amidſt variety of ſentiments, and to promote -unfeigned 
piety and virtue, the grand deſign of its inftitation, their 
"zeal | has been ſpent about trifies in compariſon: They 


F have traduced, anathemetized,. and butchered each other 


ſor the fake of ſpeculative principles; ud influential upon 
 "praftice, and forms and ceremonies, which can never make 
; 3 men like to God. | . Mr 2 n . n 
The Right Hand of Fellowſhip, on ſuch occaſions. as he 
_ preſent, I fuppoſe was deſigned as evidential of a temper, 
. oppoſite to that bf party and private intereft, and diſpoſed 
* i * b * . * 4 N 
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The RIGHT HAND of FELLOWSHIP,” 
by the Rer. Mt. Banxxanb of Saen. 
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dot only by their hard ſpeeches againſt them, but by re- 3 

4. 


-. , . fuling o attend their public performances ; pretending 
tat they can improve their time better at home. But a- 
\ | Jas, how do they improve it! How” do they ſpend that 
precious time, which God, in mercy to us, hath ſetapart for 
thoſe religious. exerciſes whereby we may be trained up for LY 
another and. better world ? Perhaps jm idleneſs or worldly = 4 
dufineſe, and too often in that which is in itſelf ſinſul. . 
x Tuaess I look upon to be ſome of the crying fins of the 
luand, and what have à threatning aſpect upon this people, 
and have therefore thought it à duty, on this occaſion, to 
Fn} (of bear this - public teſtimony againſt them.“ If wickedneſs 
: ö hould increaſe much longer, as it has done a few \years - 
paſt, what ſhall we come to! Religion will be at an end, 
| ene and conſequently the well being of this people: We can 
Thy - then-expe nothing but deſtruction. My Brethren-in the 
LY miniſtey, let us cry aloud and not ſpare; Let us ſhew the. 
Foe people their tranſgreflions and fins—warn them of their 
"IR&5 danger, and exhart them to repent-and reform, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear. And if I. 
Tcsel be not gathered, and however ill we may be treated 
| os Aeg men, we ſhall be glorious in the eyes of the 
OO OO BIS IE Na e 991 29 
My Brethren of this ſociety, behold the man who, at 
your deſire, hath now been ſolemaly ſet apart to the 
work of the miniſtry among you. You have manifeſted 
e great regatd for him; let not trifles—mere human in- 
: . | [Semaities abate ic. Still eſteem him highly in love for his + 
work's ſake. Do all in your/power to encourage his heart 
FT and ſtrengthen his hands, Give him a ſufficient ſupport, 
n that he may be as free as poſſible from all worldly cares: 
| Tdat be may give himſelf. wholly to the wörk of the mi- 
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. niſtry, which we ttuſt he is fincerely deſirous to do- And 
e be Lord bleſs both bim and you, and make 5e : 
A 14 great mutual bleſſings. . May you live in love and peace 7 
| ' here; and at laſt meet and be happy together forever in 14 
God's kingdom above,. Amen. e $i 
What did our Saviour mention, in his jamentation 0- 45 
x ver Jeruſalem, as the grand procuring cauſe of their ap- ; 
N proaching deſtructĩon, but their ill treatment cf the Wi- 45 
LO miſter of religion? Mat. 23. 37 O Jeralaiem;, Jetuſa- bh 
lem thou that killeſt he prophets, Ke... 1 
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ra THIS won, ſaid rl 
the divine Author of Chriſtianity, It is founded 
 vpon a nobler bafis, and is indebted for its ſupport; to 


| worthier meaſures, .. _ 1 4% | * | 
TxTz& REST, A rhpacious thirſ for conqueſt and anten ve N 
pminion have been in genera], the goyerning principle „ 


of political bodies ; Ever intent upan theſe favori:e objekte, era gt 
their declarations of  amity, and moſt applauded aQs of 7 FEW. 
kindneſs, have been but a mere diſguiſe, which at the in. 
ſtant they could ſeize them, has been thrown aſide. Sad > | 
has been the conſequence! War attended with baſe viola- my 
tions of faith, and wanton 385 of cruelty, has almoſt con- 1 

tinually fab de between ws, and when peace has been 
 effabliſhed, even peace, has been but the prejude of re- 
newed contention and calamity. : 

Zur the nobler principle, which 15+ Painct of peace W 
meant ſhould aftuate his body the Cxvunch, is Love — 720 
that gentleneſs of ſoul which ſoothes every turbulent paſ- | 3 
ſion, and generous ſympathy with others, which influence: þ 
' vs to do them the kindeſt ſervices. How happy would | 
3 been the Chriſtian community, had its members uni- 75 | 

rmly þ wo. theraſelves the diſciples of Jzsvs, boring of 

one another! | 

Bur alas! the ſpirit of this world has entered this ſa- Is. 
mad incioſure, and a8 its ir fluence is ever the fame, it has CABLES 
| here produced the ſame vnbappy effects The one OL 
— of CaxtsT has divided into ſets, and with gogo and 
inhaman zeal hape the different parties aimed at the pre: 
eminence. Inſtead of uniting to maintain-peace and love, 
amid variety of ſentiments, and to promote-unfeigned _ | 
,piety and virtue, the grand defjgn of its inftitation, their #2 „„ 
"zeal has been ſpent about trifies in | conparifen ; Tex, 
| have traduced, ' anatherh»tized, and butchered each othes l 
ſor the fake of ſpeculative principles, ud in fluential upen 
"peek and forms and Ceremonies, which can never make 
men like to God. 
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die eneowrage every good man who takes upon himſelf che . 

+++: > office of a Chriſtian miniſter: This part of the ſolemnity _ 
| of the day has been devolved- upon me, by che council 
N Wenn TH LE ERTIES 05s 

I os therefore, prAA BROTHER, gif? you this nronuT | 

HAND, in their name, as 2 teſtimony of our | utifeigned 
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8 friendſhip for you, and readineſs to ſerve you, *s a minif{-. 
cdter of Jesvs. This HAND is given vou not 48 à deceitful - 
REO ITE: compliment according to. the ſpirit of this. world,” but in. 
mice and truth, which are the glory of the chriſttan”- 
+, eharaQter, This a7 you may eſteem a4 moſt ſolemn” deeſa- 
| | ration on our part, that you ſhall have A place near our 
hearts, and that we will improve _ every opportunity to 
dee you, while you, endeaver yours, to promote the 
Fires intereſts of mankind by you? chriſtian doctrine and 
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0 
Mo ou? 
4 example, which is the great end of your office; while you 
reep yourſelf diflant from the ſpirit of party, and aim not 
dy meat and vngodly arts de build up your ow® intereſt” 
uon the ruin © thoſe around yon: In fine, while you at 
| with the confiffency and | dignity of a good man and a * 1 


45 _ .,- chriſtian, we wiſh you, Bor HEA, the of divine blef-" 
dige. | May you in this Kate, in every. thing reſpectable 
and worthy, go far before thoſe, great anc good men 
- _ © whom you ſucceed in this de: And in thai which is o 
win may you receive the plaudit of your Judge, and a 
5 cron of immortal . „ 
Mi Brethren of this. Church, 1 feel happ) this days 
eat as Gow in his wiſe providence, has ſeen fit o deprive 
F of the labots of your late PAN oR, who was.uncome-. 
won dear to you; He has alſo ſeen fit ſo intimately to 
deset zen with e ron of Mr. Pzisce's fine temper. 
uad reſpeRable abiitucs." But 1 feet peculiarly'fo, when 
F I conſider, that this event unites our Churches togetber, * 
w which were eis za of the ſame body in every Chriltian 
''* , office of loye and. friendiinp. 3 
e ihne divine temper be cheriſhed by us win con- 
„fla cate, and diffale itſelf through all our chorches, that 
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wis rowh may be eminently 2 City of peace and love. æœ - 
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